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AGRICULTURE  AND  NATIONAL  DEFENS: 


0PM  CHECKING  CATERPILLAR  TRACTOR  DISTRIBUTION.    Practically  all  of  the  -produc- 
tion of  "cats"  is  going  for  military  and  exoort  use,  •  iDullding  Army  camt)s, 
levelling  off  ground  for  airaromes,   and  only  a  very  minor  suDrly  is  availa"ble 
for  agriculture,     OPM  has  received  a  number  of  rriority  a-ooli cations  from  farm- 
ers for  "cats"  and  has  turned  them  over  to  OADR,  v/hich  is  asking  the  field  for 
intended  uses  of  the  "cats."     Defense  Boards  are  told  to  warn  farmers  of  the 
shortages  of  "cats"  and  recommend  re-oair  of  old  machines  and  the  use  of  other 
types  of  tractors, 

OADR  SHAPING  UP  FARI'A  LABOR  PROQ-RAI'i.     OPM  has  agreed  to  name  rer-resen tatives  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  on  the  twelve  regional  Lahor  Su-only  Committees, 
which  are  actually  going  to  do  most  of  the  srade  work  on  the  whole  em.ergency 
labor  su-oDly  situation,     OPM,  Employment  Service,  WPA,   and  Selective  Service 
are  already  represented.     Agriculture' s  representative  will  serve  as  a  direct 
channel  with  State  agricultural  lacor  committees  and  OaDR  in  Wash-ington.  OADR 
had  the  regional  men  in  for  a  two-dav  clinic,   emrohssizing  that  most  problems 
would  have  to  he  solved  in  the  field,   th-^'t  the  big  job  was  proper  distribution 
and  more  efficient  use  of  existing  labor  supply.     OADR  is  holding  ?  series  of 
conferences  with  Selective  Service  which  may  lead  to  clarification  of  agricul- 
tural deferment  s. 

DAIRY  Machinery  quota  to  be  higher  tfian  average  for  all  farI'-i  machinery. 

Director  Townsend  of  OADR  told  Wisconsin  Farm  Bureau  that  in  vie-^'  of  high  dairy 
goals,  OADR  had  asked  OPM  to  provide  for  greater  supplies  of  dairy  machinery 
than  for  som.e  other  kinds  of  implements.     General  level  for  farm  machinery  con- 
templated in  allocation  program  i  s  BO  percent  of  I9U0,  snd  To^-'nsend  hinted  his 
recom.mendation  for  dairy  machinery  ^as  considerably  above  that  level, 

SCRAP  COLLECTION  PROGRAI'l.     OPM  is  worried  by  shortages  of  scrap,  which  adds 
more  signif ic?-nce  to  the  Scrap  Collection  Ca'^paign. 

REA  H.\NDI CAPPED  BY  COPPER  SHORTAGES.     Many  rural  electrification  projects  are 
being  held  up  by  inability  to  secure  priority  ratings  for  copper  wire.  The 
shortage  of  copper  is  the  most  serious  in  the  defense  program,  and  no  immediate 
solution  i  s  in  sight.     OPM  has  indicated  it  may  be  possible  to  give  consideration 
to  most  Lirgent  REA  cases  where  defense  implication  is  clearly  involved.  Krug, 
heaa  of  OPM  Pr<wer  Division,  comes  from  T7A  and  londerstands  rural  electrification 
problems. 
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AGRICULTURE  iiKD  NATIONAL  LSFEI'SE 

SUimJlY  OF  FORKiaN  DEYELOPMEr^TSt     UInITED  KIUOJOM;     The  Ministr:/  of  Food 
announced  that  "beginning  recember  8  frait  j'-iice  (clack  current,   syrap  and 
"Duree,  and  later  orange  Juice)  and  coa  liver  oil  com-oound  will  be  isf^ued  free 
of  charge  to  all  children  born  after  January/  1,  I9H0.     The  scheme  is  eTCDeri- 
mental  and  will  be  reviewed  at  the  end  of  March  19^2,  after  which  a  charge  .:na:/ 
be  made  to  r^arents.     Fr^iit  juices  will  take  the  'Dlaco  of  fresh  orange  juice  of 
which  su"DT3lics  cannot  be  guaranteed. 

The  Agricultural  Wages  Board  increased  the  national  minimum  "'sge  for 
regular  adult  male  farm  workers  from  ^3  shillings  ($9e62)  ^nc-v  week  to  60 
shillings  (Sl2.ll),   effective  Decomhcr  2S.     A  substantival  majority  of  the  county 
agricultural  wr^es  committees  voted  for  the  increase  but  man:/  of  them  qualified 
their  recommendations  by  references  to  increases  in  the  C-ovrrnment' s  fixed  ariceg- 
for  farm  products.     The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  given  asvsurances  to  a  depu- 
tation from  the  I^Tr,.tional  Farmers'  Union  that  -^^rices  for  farm  T?roducts  would  be 
adjusted  to  meet  any  subst:antlal  changes  in  cost  of  rroduction. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  stated  tl^at  steus  h^.ve  been  considered  to 
prevent  s'oeculation  in  far?n  land.     He  i^ointed  cut  that  no  new  regulations  were 
necessary'  with  respect  to  farm    land  "curchased  for  investment  since  the  G-overn- 
ment  had  alreaay  annoijjiccd  that  any  land  ourchascd  for  that  puroose  might  sub- 
sequently/ become  subject  to  public  acouisition  or  cor.trcl  and  that  comrensation 
in  the  event  of  such  -orccedure  would  not  exceed  the  value  of  the  land  on  March 
31,  1939-  also  "ocinted  out  that  in  order  to  x)revent  soeculation,  regulations 

would  be  issued  "orovidirig  that  for  any  farm,  sold  since  the  outbreal^  of  the  war, 
notices  to  tenants  to  vacate  would  be  null  and  void  without  the  written  consent 
of  the  G-overnment. 

FRANCE;     A  survey  aop earing  in  a  recent  is?ij.e  cf  the  LAlTDU^iRS  (a  farm  periodical 
published  in  Berlin)   states  that  txie  19^1  bread  grain  crop  in  France  exceeds  the 
average  of  the  last  few  years  by  at  least  20  percent.     Although  admitting  that 
this  average  was  not  high  owing  to  the  poor  19^40  croo,  it  riaintains  that  the 
19^1  crop  V'.ull  not  only  mxcet  aom.es tic  requirements  but  will  also  serve  to  build 
up  new  breaa  grain  reserves.     Fublishei  threshing     returns  indicate  a  total 
breaa  grain  croo  of  between  6,500,000  and  7,000,000  tons. 

The  re-^Dort  r)cints  out  that  a  good  fodder  grain  crop  bas  been  harvested 
but  that  as  usual  it  would  not  cover  dom.estic  needs  and  that  France  has  always 
der^endea  on  fodder  imnorts.     Prior  to  the  war  such  im;^orts  totaled  2,500,000 
tons  annually.     Imports  are  still  necessary/  des'^itc  the  fact  tnat  the  fodder 
grain  area  was  greatly  exranded  during  the  uast  season.     According  to  the  survey 
serious  difficulties  have  arisen  with  resr^ect  to  tr.e  deliver^'  of  fodder  grains 
hecause  of  the  tendency  on  the  -cart  of  farmiors  to  retain  as  mxuch  fodaer  grain 
as  possible  in  order  to  huild  ua  reserve  needed  to  increase  hercis  ae^leted  by 
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the  war.     It  is  pointed  out  that  the  C-overriment  is  onoosed  to  such  hoarding 
and  that  it  will  force  fanners  to  deliver  the  qu^^^n titles  of  fodder  grains 
fixed  "by  the  comiDetent  authorities. 

JAPAlf ;     Since  the  freezing  regulations  went  into  effect  at  the  end  of  July, 
all  cotton  iniDorts  from  the  United  States  have  ce-ised,  and  those  from  India 
have  been  negligible.     In  August  it  w^.s  reported  that  an  agreement  had  "been 
re^chea  between  the  Indian  and  Jaoanese  G-ovcrnments  for  the  shipment  tp  JaDan 
of  aTDproximately  30,000  bales  of  India  cotton  contracted  for  Drior  to  the 
im-position  of  the  freezing  order.     Hov;ever,  up  to  Ihovenber  1  not  more  th-an 
25,000  bales  of  Indian  cotton  arrived  in  Japan    since  the  freezing  order. 
It  is  estiiTiated  that  aoDroTimately  25,000  b-rles  of  5razilir-n  cotton  and  }D  ^000 
bales  of  Peruvian  have  arrived  in  JaiDan  since  the  end  of  July,     This  Indicates 
a  tot?l  importation  from  those  countries  of  only  75, 0*^0  "to  20,000  bales  during 
the  last  three  months  comioared  with  the  previous  m.onthly  average  of  ?'ell  over 
100,000  bales. 

Fo  further  cotton  is  expected  from  India  for  an  indefinite  period.  How- 
ever, cotton  is  continuing  to  arrive  from  South  America  but  uue  to  the  shipping 
shortage  the  amount  is  strictly  limited. 

Revised  estimates  place  the  September  1,  rav'  cotton  stocks  at 

500,000  bales.     This  would  be  sufficient  ..'or  not  more  than  6  months'  supply 
if  only  the  miost  urgent  ao  iestic  neeas  v/ere  met,  leaving  none  whatsoever  for 
e^ort.     However,  large  stocks  of  cotton  piecegoods,  believed  to  exceed 
1 ,000,000,000' square  j^ards,  could  be  divert ©d    to  dor:Cstic  use.     At  this  time, 
therefore,   the  Japanese  cotton  supply  situ3tion  is  not  critical.     I-Iomever,  the 
future  of  the  cotton  industry  is  obscure  an.a.  is  causing  considerable  an-xiety 
to  the  G-oveiTiment , 
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